Sf. MARY’S CHURCH, NUN-MONKTON, 
YORKSHIRE. 





THE WEST FRONT 


Tut nunnery of Monketon, or Nun-Monkton, of the Bene- 
dictine order, was founded in the reign of King Stephen, by 
Wilhara de Arches and Ivetta is wife, whose daughter Matilda 
appears to have been a nun there. The possessions which 
formed the endowment were confirmed by Henry Murdoc, 
archbishop of York, whose charter is printed m the Monas- 
ticon. 

The visitation of Thomas de Dalby, archdeacon of Richmond, 
April 30th, 1897, when Margaret l’airfax was prioress, 1s also 
there printed, and does not redound to the credit either of the 
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nuns or their prioress at that period. They were accused of 
wearing divers furs. “even grey furs.” silk gowns’, silk 
veils, rings on their fingers. &e., and neelecting ‘their proper 
castuine, the cloak and hood, even in their chapel, and ef 
holding too familiar intercourse with John Monkten. alias 


Alanson, and others; the prioress espectally was aceused of 


having acted as bursar: of selling a large quantity of timber; 
of having too easily restored mms who had lapsed unto 
sin; of allowing them to receive presents from their friends, 
towards their maintenance; and of having frequently mvited 
John Monkton to feasts in her own chamber, there playiug 
at “fables” with him, and bemg served by him with 
drink; by which practices the house was much scandalized. 
They were strictly forbidden by the injunctions issued on 
the Sth of July following, to hold any intercourse with the 
said John Monkton and others enumerated, except in the 
presence of two senor nuns of good repute; er te allow 
clerks to frequent the priory w ithout good cause, er to con- 
tinue any of the other practices complained of. 

By asurvey of the possessions of the priory. 29 Henry VIL, 
It appears that the annual rental amounted to £132. Lise, 
equivalent to at least £1500 a vear of our money. At 
the Dissolution the property was granted te Lord Latymer, 
(sir John Neville®.) 

It seems probable that the church now standing was 
the chapel of the nunnery, which may partly account for its 
very singular arrangement. From the style of the architee- 
ture there can be no hesitation in assigning the end of the 
twelfth century as the period of its erection. 

There does not appear to be any ground for supposing that 
there was amore ancient structure which was removed to make 
room for the present one. On the contrary, it is far mere 
probable that the other buddings of the priory would be erected 
betore the chapel: the eastern part, now destroyed, may have 
been built soon after the foundation, or about the middle 
of the twelfth century: but the edifice progressed slowly, 
changing its character according to the style in use wheri each 
part was ereeted : thus, the work having been half a century 
in hand, the later portions became pure Early English. 

The church as it stands at present is a small but very 
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beautiful Karly English structure, of great mterest to the 
archivologist from the ciremustance that it is probably unique 
both in design and im detail. It consists of the western 
part and tower only of the original struetie, the caster part 
having been long destroyed, probably at the period of the 


Reformation. 

The west front is of very singular de- 
sign, and particularly clegant. It is re- 
markable for the curious and very mee- 
mous combination of a tower and Ingh 
pitched roof im one design. Tf the 
tower were removed the front would pre- 
sent a gable with a pitch of sixty de- 
erees, thus forming an equilateral tri- 
angle on the side walls. On the pomt 
of this gable is placed the parapet. of 
the tower, the west side of the tower 
itself formme part of the gable, and the 
other three sides being icluded in the 
church. 





Construction uf West Freont 





In1FOST OF THE WEST DOORWAY 


‘The west doorway is placed ma shallow porch with a tri- 
angiar canopy; it has a round arch and is deeply recessed, 
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Section or Profile of the Arch-mouldings of the West Doorway. 


with Early English shafts in the jambs and a rich suite of 
mouldings to the arch, partaking in a slight degree of the 
Norman eharacter, but so much more of the Karly English 
that it may be considered as belonging to that style, or to the 
latest portion of the period of transition : it 1s not, as might be 
supposed from its form, a Norman doorway preserved and 
built into Early English ae: : 

work. Under the drip- 
stone or hoodmould of 
the canopy is the pecu- = —. 
liar ornament which has Moulding of the canopy. 
been called the nutmeg ornament, from its resemblance to half 
a nutmeg projecting from the hollow moulding. This orna- 
ment is a common feature in Early Enghsh work in the north 
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of England, but is not at all usual in the south. Over the 
doorway, and filling up the pediment of the porch, is a small 
trefoil-headed niche. Above the porch are three fine lancet 
windows, the central one, the highest, ramming up quite into 
the tower. 

Above this in that part of the tower which rises above the 
gable is a sqnare-headed trefoil window. On each angle of 
the front are flat buttresses, and on these and between these 
and the doorway are round-headed niches ; in the south-western 
of these is a female figure, of which the head is lost. The 
cornice of the parapet of the tower and of the north and south 
sides of the church is supported by masks. 

The windows on the north and south 
sides are plain lancets with bold drip- 
stones. Between these are flat buttresses 
spreading out laterally in the lower part. 
At the west end of the south side is a 
round-headed door, and there is a small 
door at the eastern end of the same side : 
in the same wall but castward of the 
present end, are the remains of a large 
and highly enriched doorway of similar 
character to the west door. 

The jambs of the windows are orna- 
mented with banded shatts, outside of 
which is the tooth ornament. The capi- 
tals of these shafts are singular, the 
abacus being cut underneath ito an in- 
dented or serrated ornament. ‘The bases — capitat of sinaow shat, 
of the niche shafts are also curious, the 
round moulding overhanging the square 
plinth. 

It should be mentioned that the roof 
has been lowered, but the original pitch 
is plainly visible, as the weather moulds 
still remain, and in the engraving it has 
been restored to its original height. 

Inter1or.—There are no aisles, the 
roof having been carried over the whole, 
as mentioned before, at a high pitch, and 
consequently including the greater part 
of the tower in the interior, where it me) 











136 ST. MARY’S CHURCH, NUN-MONKTON, YORKSHIRE. 


is supported on two massive square picrs, with arches on the 
three sides; that on the east being extremely lofty, and 
reaching above the centre lancet into the part above 
enclosed for the reception of the bells. It is to be regretted 
that the effect of the interior is very much destroyed by the 
lowering of the roof, the introduction of a modern groimed 
plaster ceiling, and the stopping up of the upper part of the 
eastern arch of the tower. In the view given these have been 
removed. 
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Interior of the West End, shewing the Tower and part of the North Side, 


Nhe walls ave massive, and in their thickness there is a 
triforium passage, carried completely round the north, west, 
and south sides ; it is entered by a staircase in the north-west 
angle, and communicates with the belfry star. At the east 
end it is carried past the present cast wall (which is of late 
date) to the outside, where the wall is broken off. Into this 
passage the windows open, they are plain lancets on the out- 
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THREE BAYS OF THE INTERIVR OF EITHER SIDE 


side, and splayed within. ‘The immer wall is divided by 
vaulting shafts into wide and narrow bays, the wide ones 
cone opposite the windows, and are filled with the inner 
window arches. ‘These in the lower part are ornamented with 
a kind of nail-head or indented moulding, and have banded 
shafts, on the capitals of which rest the bascs of the arches, 
which are stilted. he labels terminate in heads and are 
ornamented with the nail-head. Between the wmdow open- 
ings are the narrow bays. ‘These are pierced in the lower 
part with two uarrow pointed arches with banded shafts, and 
between them a sunk trefoil panel with 
roses on the cusps. Over these is another 
opening, the interior head of which is a 
square-headed trefoil, and the exterior a 
poimted trefoil, ornamented with roses, 
which are carried down to the inner arch im 
an irregular mamier. ‘The vaulting shafts 
are alternately single and triple, and rise sta ereren viene im uituriuin 
NOL. 1. 4 
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from beautiful corbels sculptured in a great variety of designs 
of fohage. The whole of the work is finely executed, and the 
eflect of the interior with this rich triforium arcade running 
round is very singular but remarkably elegant. 1. Fie 
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PLAN ALONG THE TRIFORIUM. 





GROUND PLAN OF WEST FRONT. 


